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II:3: When R. Judah bar Pazzi would go forth to a fast, he would say 
before them, “O our brethren! To whomever the beadle [of the 
synagogue] has not come, let him take dust and put it on his head.” 


ON THE HEAD OF THE PATRIARCH, AND ON THE HEAD OF THE HEAD OF THE COURT. 


AND EACH PERSON PUTS RASHES ] ON HIS HEAD. THE ELDEST AMONG THEM 
MAKES A SPEECH OF ADMONITION: OUR BROTHERS, CONCERNING THE PEOPLE 
oF NINEVEH IT Is NOT SAID, ‘AND Gop SAW THEIR SACKCLOTH AND THEIR 
FASTING,’ BUT, ‘AND GOD SAW THEIR DEEDS, FOR THEY REPENTED FROM 
THEIR EVIL WAY’ (Jonan 3:10). ‘AND IN PROPHETIC TRADITION IT IS SAID, 
‘REND YOUR HEART AND NOT YOUR GARMENTS’”’ (JoeL 2:13). 


III:1: And on the head of the patriarch [M. 2:1B]: Said R. Tahalipa of 
Caesarea, “It is so as to make the matter known. One who degrades 
himself is not the same as one who is de graded by others.” 


III:2: It is written, “Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride 
her chamber” (Joel 2:16). “The bridegroom leave his room”— this 
refers to the ark. “And the bride her chamber’’— this refers to the 
Torah. Another interpretation: “The bridegroom leave his room”— 
this refers to the patriarch. “And the bride her chamber’— this refers 
to the head of the court. 


III:3: One verse of Scripture says [with regard to the bullock of the 
congregation], “[And the priest shall dip his finger in the blood and 
sprinkle it seven times before the Lord] in front of the veil” (Lev. 
4:17). And another verse of Scripture [with regard to the bullock of the 
anointed priest] says, “[And the priest shall dip his finger in the blood 
and sprinkle part of the blood seven times before the Lord] in front of 
the veil of the sanctuary” (Lev. 4:6). [Why then does the latter specify 
the sanctuary and the former not?] R. Aha said, “R. Abbahu and rabbis 
differed on this matter. One of them said, ‘If the patriarch [the anointed 
priest] sins, greatness remains in its place. If the community sins, 
greatness does not remain in its place.’ “And the other said, “Since 
both the one taught and the teacher have sinned, therefore let them go 
out and make the matter public.’ “This is in line with the following: 
‘And he shall carry forth the bull outside the camp [it is the sin 
offering of the congregation (Lev. 4: 21)].’” 


III:4: There is the following story. R. Ba bar Zabeda and R. Tanhum 
bar Ilai and R. Josiah went out to a fast. R. Ba bar Zabeda preached as 
follows: “‘Let us lift up our hearts and hands to God in heaven’ (Lam. 
3:41). “Now is it possible for a mortal to take his heart and put it into 
his hands? But what is the meaning of ‘let us lift up’? Let us exalt our 


